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2 *r preached in the Cathedral Church of &. Peter in 
0 Lk, opon Monday the7* day of March 16%, 
5 at the Aſfizes holden for that County . 
before the Right Honourable 


Baron Littleton; 


>” ®he Right Worſhipfull S* Philip Monckton Knight 
| $5 © being High-Sheriff. of Torkſbire, 
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-.B Fare 5 Fobnſon Bachelour in Divinity, and Fellow 
F _ of Sidney-Suſſex Colledge in Cambridge. 
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Credant qui volunt, malle me % quam legends diftando, 
laborare. $, Aug, de Trinit, 1, 3, in Procem. 
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Highly and worthily Honoured 
S' PuitLty MoncxkToON 
Knight, High Sherift of 
YORKSHIRE, 


HonounxzD Sin, 

Sea 0 make a trivial Apology for 
il publiſhing the following 
Pll Sermons, would be as idle, 
S\| 4s themfelves in this ſcrib- 
IT 6 ling age to fome may ſeem 


reaſons of friends intreaties,and deſired Copies 
might be as juſtly alleadged by me, as they are 
commonly by others ; - but theſe cannot ſo far 
prevail, as your commands, no longer now to 

be diſputed, much leſs denied. 
Sir, Jour word carries Authority with it not 
A2 onely 


ſuperfluous. Thoſe uſual - 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 
onely ad przlium, ſed ad przlum , in ſub- 
miſsion to which ( though 1 exchange charita- 
ble ears for critical eyes) 1 rather chooſe to 
expoſe my ſelf to the cenſure of others, then be» 
come guilty of any diſreſpetts to your ſelf. 

Mibi nunqus And:though the meanneſs of theſe diſcourſes 


Elufri view, may a little impeach the judgement of you.the 
Scanayn- Approver, and not a little ſkew the tnabilities 
limitarecon- of me the Compoſer, yet they preſume to preſent 


ſpicuo, prz- 


enim non themſelyes, being not onely ennobled by your 


joſ4 digni= | 
are jam fru- /epeated' commands , but emboldned by your 
nies 7eadineſs to receive them into that Patronage 


negotiis, eiſ- 
negor s, ci” and protection, they cannot more confidently 


ribus occupa- $1ploye, or better expect then from. your ſelf, 


ro, aliquid 


meorum opuf: Wh0 bave lately ſo eminently appeared,and ſtill 


tum inn. MaKE it your buſineſs to dethrone thoſe Epide- 
Pere, op, MICA and reigning ſins they decry, and to up- 
& concupi[.ad hold the forſaken Juſtice they plead for and 


Valerium ,l.1.. 


& 2. maintain. Whilſt others enjoy their places for 
private advantage, you freely conferring your 

Offices, make uſe of yours for the Common 

good, in-laying down whereof, you may avow 

as Nerva ( in acaſe not much unlike ) did, 

 nihil tecifſe, quo mints poſit, impe- 

rio 


-  - TheEpiſtle Dedicatory. 

| > depoſito, privatus rut vivere, with: 

much integrity have you. demeaned your. 
if in your place', holding 'on (( like a« 01 aig 
ato or: Fabricius ) in the courſe of Juſtice, — -& 


k notwithſtanding all the difficulties did oc+ Avon night- 


> Garre. ! hong at 
Madtc ergo ſis virtute tua, praftan- gicked the 
earths farneſs 


riſsime Philippe, never to find what ano- Fares rene! 

| r good Philip of the laſt Age, to his great rerplantschan 
| grief * did, ow > ike too hard for Joh, - but groving up in 
continne 'þo pro ſperous a  Patridt 'in your io 
conntrey, that no down by Hee. 


| Empſon or Dudley MAY the 8. Speed, 
beable: to ſtand before you, and that by the bag p 
| faithfull diſcBarge of thoſe great Truſts repoſed $ Banc, 


in you, -you-may if poſsibly exceed the renown and Enber,g 
the preſent S* 


"of your noble® Anceſtouys. Philip, all ſe- 
queſtred 


And as from his late Majeſty of glorious Re;mte;, 
memory, you had the © ſword of Honour, as an 9<bouſe ar 


Enfigt or 'T xophy of your valour, * early bran- opp ee 
Wiſhed over your undaunted head, ſo have you Ne for 
by his preſent Mujeity this additidn. v2; hinete' few 

* both ſwords' ('ivil and Military," put into [or er Wi 


your hands, as a farther marke of*bis Royal* Tigi' 4ea-e- 


mica relt+4 


Grace and Favour: for your former Loyalty, Mite evaſi 


It Philippm3 ex 


and ſignal Services, Pf Ar. 
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- The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
a2 denins And though you may now with* Vejanig 
ad pew fix Pſy hang up your armour, and betake yo 
Lane fan pln ſelf ta reſt, Tanquam miles emeritus, J 


to the joy of your Countrey are you Fill employ 
ed to ſerve your King aud them, doing wor-* 


 thily iz Ephratah, and being famous in - 


Bethlchem. 


Sir, toenumerate particulars were more fit Þ 


for a V olume than an Epiſtle, yet ſhould 


fages ſwelt; in that kind, 1 on not fe fear the ime 1 | 


putetion of the Delphick Oracle, in the caſe 
of your name-ſake- of Macedon , nimis 


$1AuTmeeir, for all is ſo well knwws. in your 


own County, the very mention of your Name ” 


BY” enough to bring them' ts remembrance ; a«” 


L 
: 
4 
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mong ſt which the grand and publick affair (fe 


onely for ſo publick a ſpirit as your own ) now 
in hand deſerves not the leah commendation. 


Ex%3:.20, | De not diſmayed, Great $*, if a Golden 


h On Perkin 


Wark (who Calf be not ſo ſoon broken, or burned, as once. 
Page, 1 it Was. New upſtart Idols ( as our Henry the. 
ns) ſeventh upon another ® occaſion ſaid) were al- © 


bers Symmel ) 


nap 
chear, that ways God Almightie's Vexation ; and ſo are 


——— they bis people's too : but yet when zeal and 
power 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


power unite againſt them, they cannot long be 

dglized. A Golden Eagle was once obſerved; \en.in 
© fall down at the approach of a Noble Phi- : 
ip, and ſtill Magna eſt veritas, & prava- 

Jebit : which that it ſpeedily may, I with the 

oynt ſuffrages of innumerable more ( both in- 

ured and others) of our Countrey men, do 
Fea its valorous (hampion, and cor- N52" © 


&3anTs dis 


"Sally wiſh an event proportionable to the me- 11%, 5 


"Sits of your Cauſe, and an iſſue as fucceſsfull Ienar. Evid. 


"as your deſigns are juſt and honourable : ſo**"* 
prays he whoſe ambition is to be 


_ * Sid. Suff, Coll, 


* Camb. Ocob, 20, Sir 
1670, The meaneſt of 
Your Votaries, 
Fe Fe 


Deur. 16. 18, 19. 


Fudpes and Officers ſhalt thou make thee in all. 
"thy gates Which the Lord thy God giveth 
thee througbout thy tribes, and they ſhall 
judge the people with juſt judgement. 
Thou ſhalt not wreſt judgement, thou ſhalt not 
*Teſpebt perſons, neither take a gift , for a 
gift doth blind the eyes of the wiſe, and 
and pervert the words of the righteous. 


IT were to be wiſhed, that 

| thediRates of reaſon and 
religion, that the rules of 
W joftxce and equity, that the 

| laws of Chriſtianity and 
EY picty, wereſo generally ex- 
tertasned,and cordially 3m- 


pre(sion and injuſtice, of deceit and wickedneſs, of 
fiend and violence, were not ſo much as heard a- 
mongſt us; then would primitive innocency, and 
melefFed juſtice ( that divine Aſtre4 that hath lefr 
the earth ſo long ) return, and once more take 
place amongſt us; then Go the world become 
as 


braced, that the voice of - 


CE erRS_. 


2 A SERMON Preached 


23a garden of Eden, no forbidden fruit of what be- 
longs not to us, would then be touched, 'nor would 
there be aoyſerpeae there, to exvp at, or 1p! us 
from our __—_— then-might every one with fig” 
lefs.ſaticty.thancoptent, at the fruit of his omp vine, 
and fit under his own fig-tree,, then would each 
man's poſſeſſion by. a ſecure and peaceable as 9 
ment; thereof be doubly: bleſled. unto him, 7&4 
Wolf might then (as the Prophet Tſaiah ſpeaks ) 
&..11, dwell with the Lamb,&f the Leopard lie down with the 
= Kid,andihe Calf,and the youne Lion, and the favs 
tagetber, they. ſhowd net hwrt, ner deftropin all God'y 
haly mountain, But whilſt.;n;ſtead of this 44vize and 
evangelical, this calm and ſerene , meek-and snnocent 
temper, men ( if ſo they;may'be called that caſt off 
all reaſon and'religion, and'abandon natural juſtice 
and equity) become bratiſh and ſavage, 3nhumane 
and r4venos, the garden of Edxs w-rurned into a 
wi [derneſs,a0d men become ſerpents to-each others 
C:.34- orastheſame Prophet expteſles it, the wild beaſts 
of the. deſert meet with the wild beaſt sof. the iſland, 
Bair: TYs (tyres and vultures, tygetrs and dragons, Vis, men 


Ly 


0-5: 4+ ofcraelty. and barbarity, of brutiſh/and unnatural 
Ts ovgpulies diſpoſitions become poltcſſours-of It,. 

Tt @4A EE PY 4 - , 

Sec xbyrIOT:$.aa0d ts Tye RaAOMIKKG, TH THO, TU Ap 6101 IHks aNwBUt, 
& Oewmoutut m2mKor, Tanar, Epilt: ad Antioch, £ fir Ignar, 


Andnow manthatis by nature £xoy mummy, 

( as the Philoſopher terms him )' a gentle and ſocia- 
ble creature,made for converſe 8& ſociety, becomes 
degenerate, and overthrowsthoſe very mn 
that 


. 
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at the Aſciſes at Vo 8's 
that ſhould upholdjr: they thac ſhould be 44lps 
and ſupporters, become ſwpplantcrs and andermintrs 
of each other : inftead of Home hemini Drs, it s,. , 
-Hewo hominic Lupus, and men live together, 5 C032 Fad. 
though they were rmmadertobute and every, 'torwine Won thd-_ 
and defrey one atother, And as being impatientof "oo 
ll reſtraicir-and congoule;the.excentrick 2nd itie- 3541, 5 
Sular-patiqus of ſnchdegenerace minds bechrye fo 54-572 = 
ture asthar which was incended £;in. = 
foutheir refraintg does) bur. mricare, and: fr theMn Epheſios, 


wp, 4nd. make theya oſtentimes 'the mote ourra 
ons, like cheer fed { to which ſuch like'men 


apeby.the Prophes compared) they arevontin 
eaſing farth-mire and dint 5 and asthewves th 
dþ contemne all bounds, and 10: amger foam; atid 

claſh; and break tbemfelves again ths tocks that 
keep.them in, ſo. theſe mens reſtie(s and raging 
.paſhovs, overflow ally hanks thar-.4dowld :bownid _,,9,,99:ws- 
them; and- in contemnpriſpit drfizacevin the face rw fluitnar 
- aotlawk, and lawgivers,: Ang now:iwhen mots paſfi- *7% Vis: 
ens becomeasrildand hounalle/s,as they are other- 
:Wiſe Lawleſs and angrcrpincb/e, ti: tinie for the 
law to take courage to it (elf, .#d*&vuti>"irs 
ſtrength rochaſtiſe che boldneſs of ſuch offenders. 
ris bur equal that thazagaialt which they offend, 
\ſbouldbecomethe-ituſtrument of NEG 
Thus hy reaſon of oflendersjlavs anda exeeution 
of RE __ ard would other- 
--Wile: D&S[247] e£, A1Igt ltcares power £0 pre- 
 ſerveieyery rein biarighs-ainl defer bien fem 
the violence of another, is as requiſire ay the 'proſti- 


uP 2 B 2 cucion 


— _ | 
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A SERMON Preathed 
ention.of lawsto every extravagant and unbridled 
humour.would be intolerably pernicious 'and mif- 
chitvays.'; to prevent. the ſad conſequences, and 
inſyfkerable enoninities whereof; Fadges and ovei- 
ſcess- of the law'are conſtituted: and/ appointed for 
the (afety and ſecurity of thoſe that live nnder its 


- Protection; that there may bea due'and right ad- 
| 0 ot nary ner and thar' the -petople may 


be judged Pith in adrzement, without wrefling,or 


__ Airing orcs is: er of evety 


ones right , without favouring or reſpefing any 
- Perſons, upon whom 7 law (2 with an ma 
and impartial eye, withour ſclling, On taking gifts 
tor chat wt which the law. freely diſpenſes and imparts 


'toall.- This is the exd and defign of the law 4 this 


| ls the duty and employment Tud es and. Officers 
of Juſtices this is the —_ buſipeſsof this 


time'z 3nd.chis: accordingly: is the 5njund#50n-:and 


pu \Commpupd of :Moſes here inchis charge to, or con- 


cerning the: Judges, Fudges and Of ficers [bats thou ' 
make A—=s Lates, which the Lord Lord thy God gi- 


weth thet;.and mus for the my oo Td 


FY 0 #3 , ; d 


0. Fai lontchmat des 

I, #n inftitstio, the e's authority, 
or cpnſraron, Faiger and of ficers ſl thow mates 
F 


2, Fudicii pracdds, the Judge $ Office and em- 


/- ployment, viz, the execution of Juſtice, they ſhal 


Juage the people, 
3. Fu 


_— 


at the Afsiſesat YORK. 
3. Fudicandimidus, the manner how that ex- 


. Ecution of Juſtice is to.be performed, 


1, Poſitively, with juſt judgement. 
£ 1, Without perverting of equity, how 
| | | ſhalt not wreſt judgement, 

2, Ne.) 2, Without partiality, Thos ſhalt not 


gatively | reſpect perſons, 


| 3 _—_— bribery, Thou ſhalt not 
Jaxe agile; 


Aad that entorced by a twofold reaſon,. 


Firſt, becauſe it blinds the eyes f the wiſe ; 
And ſecondly, as a conſequent of that, becauſe it 
perverts the words ( or,as ſomeread it the matters) 
of the righteous, | 
.*The Charge conſiſts of many parts, each of 
which might be direed to the ſeveral perſons 
concerned in the adminiſtration of Juſtice. 


+- ;To the Head and Chief of which, that firs in. 
Moſes's chair to hear and determine, judge and paſs, 


ſentence, to-him that givesa charge to others, -in. 
the firſt place is 4 Charge given, Thom ſbalt judge the 
people with juſt judgement, 

To him that prepares and makes ready: the cauſe 


- Ty 
. for the Solara brains the Advocate or Pleader to» 
* whoſe care and truſt the ſtate and ſuit of the Client 


15committed, when he ſpeaks in a cauſe, there's a. 
caveat for him, Thowſbalt. not wreſt judgement. 
| Tohim that's returned to ſerveas. a ſwors.man: 


. or Furor, in matters of -grand or petty inqueſt ; or 


thatis inany office of truſt, or place of ſervice in, or 
about the Comets, ſo as it may come within the 
| verge. 


«G A SERMON Preached 


verge of his power todo a ſuitor. a courteſie, or diſ- 
pleaſure, is the next injunRion, Thos ſhalt not re- 
ſpee# perſons, 
Laſtly, to himthat's bound over to proſecute for 
the King in a criminal cauſe z or that offers himſelf 
as a voluntary informer upon ſome penal ſtatute, or 
is brought in by proceſs.to give publick teſtimony 
-upon Oath, or comes of good or il] will to 
ſpeak a good word for, or a contrary one againſt 
any perſon, is the laſt prohibition , Take ne 4 
ift , when he opens his mouth to give witneſs, 
he muft not open his hand to receive a gift, for s 
«gift doth pervert the words of the righteous, 
But becauſe the ſeveral corruptions of juſtice do 
.ofren unite in the ſame perſons, and as the Phi- 
-loſopher obſerves of moral vertues are concatenated 
andlinked together in the ſame ſubje#F , that the 
[ame men Proteus-like put on ſeveral ſhapes,that 
they rather endeavour an engrofling of all abuſes, 
than a monopoly of any particalar one to'-them- 
ſelves, and :that by ſach a comphcation-of-them, 
they (as Saint Fames ſpeaks inanother caſe) i» 
many things offend all, T (hall not be fo injurions 
rothe words, as to impriſon-them in ſuch nar- 
row limits, and confine that to ſome fort of 
png pat to which mens general praftiſes have un- 
ne quintam 3 appily ven a greater extentand latitude, 
oe? i 'f | 
wer Hebrej 15 the Judge's authority or- conſtitution , Fedges 
57 vecaut 4nd Of ficers ſhalt thow make thee. Moſes int the pre- 


thing thar preſents it ſelf coour view, 


Van 61> cedent verſes had given charge concerning religi- 
| ous 


yy Þ SM 


s _ -w 


at the Afsifes at Y or x. 
us multers, he nowdeſcends to civil aff airs ; as 
before he had taken care for the eſtabliſhment 
of piety towards God, {0 here he endeavours the 

motion of j#ftice towards ex: the affairs both 
of Church and State tall under the Magiſtrate's care 
and inſpeQion, he is cuſtos #triu{que tabule both 
the Tables. of the Law were given _ to be 
kept, and though he once inanger broke them, yet 
now in zeal he takes care tor reſtoring and preſer- 
ving of them, What he here givesin charge 8&com- 
mand to others, was the diſcharging-of that which 
himſelt undertook ,. like Gideomto his followers, 
or Ceſar to his ſouldiers, he bids:them do no more, 
than what he had done before them, Ar firſt in- 
deed he: judged the people by himſelf, bur their 
contentions growing as pamwerows 25 their perſons, 
and their.ftrifes as endleſs, as-they were #wnreaſonable,, 
that ſoon became a burden too heavy for his ſhoul- 
dersalone,ch,1,12,How can 1 my [elf alone bear your 
canbrauce, and your burden, and your frife ? and 
therefore following Fethro his tather in law's ad- 


vice, he chooſes out among the people able men to Exod, 18.25.. 


perform that task with him, that they might j#dge 
of the [mailer matters, whilſt onely the harder canſes 
were ht unto him; and what he then com- 
manded, he againat this: ſecond promutgation ot- 
the law charges upon them,. thereby perpetuating 
his care to-fucceſſive generations, whom he ap- 
points to make Fudgrs and Officers over.them, 
By.theſe two names, Fudges and Of ficers, fome 
think the ſame perſons to be meant, (o 4 hams 
WAISES 
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Fudices & Magiſtratus conſtitutes, i, e. prefe#os, 
puta viros ſaprentes qui quaſs Magiſtri & Magiſtra- 
ins pre(int juri dicendo, tidem ergo ſunt Fudices & 
Magiſtratus, The words indeed EI'EBU & orey 
here uſed, are often placed together, and ſo by 
ſome taken for /ywonymous terms; but Pagnin 
gives a caution againſt this, Cave ( ſays he ) n? cum 
plers (que interpretum, utramque vocem confundas 3 
and for the diſtin&tion of them, makes mention of 
- ny ſorts of Fudzes or Magiftrates among the 
ews, 
Firſt, DIP Senionrs or Elders, 
Secondly, TID Fudgpes, 
Thirdly, ©9212 Exattowrs (who exacted what 
the law required, | 
Fourthly, C2YRW PrefeFs or Maſters, being 
the ſame which is here rendred officers, and is di- 
ſtinguiſhed from Fuages, becauſe Fudex judicabat, 
PrefetFus exequebatur quod judicatum trat, the 
trem Executd- Fudge paſles ſentence or determines, the officerputs 
"ne547pes: 18 Execution what is ſo ſentenced or determined, 
ſep3n.£1259 The Septuagint renders it, Keilas x yeauugle- 
ſend eons moms oeaume, Fnages and Magiſtrates 
corum munus, ſbals thew make thee, with which agrees the Chaldee 
«t 90: 1an- paraphraſe, and vulgar latine, but according to the 
ear rt Syriac verſion it is, Fudges and Scribes, Wolphins 
ſas ſpearer, renders it Appariteres, Fanius and Tremelliws, 
fed Ke. —_ Moderatores, (ome tranſlate it Decanos, others Du- 
lia populo inti- Ce8, Of fictales, Miniſtros Magiſtratuwm, or Caſtiza- 
marent, Joſe tores 5 Apparitors, Moderators, officials, Captains, 
Cric, M.Þ, | Leaders, Virgers, or CorredFonrs, according to = 
a 


— ” 
"4 


—_———— 


at the Aſsiſes at Y oR x. 9 


laſt of which Paulus F agius thus diſtinguiſhes them, 

CORE (nt Fadices, qui determinant cauſam, ſi- 

ve Judicium, Co'VW [unt qu; dominantar populo, 

& exequuntur mandata eorum, ſcilicet Fudicum, 

cum virga & flazello,, their office being much of 

the ſame nature with that of the Li&ors among 

the Romans, and ſo rendred caftigatores, thoſe that 

chaſtiſe or corre& the people, agreeable with the 

third ſort of Magiſtrates among the Fews called 

COIN Exattours, towhich happily that of the 

Propher 7ſazah alludes, 1 will make thine officers ,, . 

peace, andthine Exattonys righteouſneſs, es 
Or by F#«4zes and officers may be diſtinguiſhed 

theSoprancFader from the reſt,either in the great 

Councel or Sanhedrim of the Fews conſiſting of 70 Ga4winl.z, 

Elders, or 71, or ſometimes 72 if the High Prieſt < 3. Edit, 

were there, in which he that fat chief, in the -* 

place of Moſes was called V'W? Prefettus, and 

$I?212 Excellens z or elſe intheleſs Councel con- 

ſiſting of 23 which were in the ſmaller cities, ex- 

cept thoſe that had not 120 men in them,and then 

onely three Fudges were placed there, Or theſe 

Officers might be thoſe that attended at thoſe 

Conzcels to be taught and inſtructed in their pro- 

ceedings, { called, I'22N 1277 (cholars of the 

wiſemen) like young ſtudents at the law that 

come tohear the Fudge's ſentence in doubttall and 

controverted caſes , or as St, Paul that ſat at the 

feet of Gamaliel to be inſtructed in the law, So 

Grotius upon the words, Ad pedes ſedebant diſcipw> » 

li, ut ipſo uſu jus _— morientiun - 
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decrepitorum locum ſurrogarentur, that ſo thoſe 
who (at at their feet to learn the law, might be ſo 
Skilfull cherein that they might at len2th be made 
Heads Ot Governonrs. 

Or perhaps theſe of ficers were onely thoſe thar 
waited on thoſe Courts, as preco's Or cryers, ſcribes 
or notaries; Aderant ( as the fore.cited Authour 
adds) duo ſcribe, precones totidems, &c, of which 
ſcribes or notaries, one ſtood at the right hand to 
write the ſentence of abſolntion, and what was ſpo- 
ken in defence of the party, and the other at the 
left hand to write the ſentence of condemnation, 
an] the obje&ions made againſt himz to which, 
fome think, Chriſt (peaking of thelaſt Judgement, 
had reference, he ſhall ſet the ſheep on the right hand, 
but the goats on the left, 

Or laſtly, theſe officers moſt probably were 
thoſe that were in manner of Sheriffs, who were 
preſent to execute what the Fndze determined, 
whence they carried up and down their ſtaves and 
whips, as the Conſwls at Rome had their rods and 
axes carried before them, for the more ready execu- 
tion of juſtice. To this ſeems toallude that of Saint 
Luke, When thou goeſt with thine adverſary tothe 
Magiſtrate, as thou art in the way, give diligence 
that thou mayeſt be delivered from him, leſt he hale 
on to the Fudge, and the Fudge deliver thee to the 
Of ficer, 

Br however theſe two may differ as to their 
kind and dignity, their [wbordinatios or dtpendance 
upon each other, yet they agree as to their com- 

mon 
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mon 4im and end, their deſign and inſtitution, in 
promoting juſtice, and executing Fudgement, 
Theſe are the powers which are ordained of God, 
and are (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) his Mipiſters Rom. 13.6: 
continually attending upon this very thing, The 
Magiſtrate's power hath the ſtamp of divine au- 
thority impreſſed on it, (and that more firmly, 
than Phidias's image was on Minerva's ſtatne ) 
and therefore they that reſiſt this power, reſiſt the Or- 
dinance of God z, and of ſuch there are a generation 
in the world, impeaching Marifrecywich the titles 
of tyranny and n{wypation, and branding all jane 
with the names of cyuelty and epprefſios, ſuch there | | 
were in the Apoſtle's time : Saint Peter makes men- ? Ep-*-10- 
tion of ſome, who deſpiſe government, and are not 
afr aid to ſpeak evil of dignities; and Saint Fude of Jude 8. 
ſ{uch whom he calls &:vT»ia7uh. or, filthy dream- 
ers, who deſpiſe dominion, Such were the Manichees 
of old, who conceived that Magiſtracy was a con- 
ſtitution of their bad god, Of the like ſtamp were 
the Weigelians and Swenkfeldians of later years; 
and ſuch 'tis to be feared, it we way gueſs by their 
praiſes, are roo many amoneſt us at this day, 
whoſe principles 'durſt they ſo far vent themſelves) 
would animate them not onely to pluck the ſword 
of.the Spirit, ( the word of God) our of the 
mouthes of Miniſters, but the ſword of Fuſtice too 
( had it not too ſharpan edge for them ) out of the 
hand of the Maziſtrate, that {o thei licentiouſneſs 
might eſcape the puniſhment of the latter, as well 
as the reproof of the ug hus it was with wy 
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famons ( or rather infamoss ) leading rebels, Corah, 
Dathan & Abiram,who ſet themſelves up,not one- 
ly againſt Aaros the Prieſt, but againſt Moſes the 
Magiſtrate, and thought both of them took toq 
much upon them, to lift themſelves above the 
congregation of the Lord, and therefore they both 
envied Aaron his Prieſthood, and Moſes his Authc- 
rity, they would neither hear Aaron's bells, nor kiſs 
Moſes's rod, neither give ear to the pne nor obedi- 
ence to the other, Bur ler theſe [p»ry at this autho- 


_ fity in their pride, or reje# it in their fol, yet it 


3 Pet. 2 +14, 


Prov. 8, 15, 


Rom, 1 3.4+ 


15 the power of Ged, and the ordinance of God, Go- 
vernours ({ays the Apoſtle ) are [ent by God ;, this is 
their commiſſion ; By me Kings reign, and Princes 
decree juſtice : By me Princes rule, and Nobles, even 
all the Fudges of the earth, The Magiſtrate is, 
©es Sax E., the Miniſter of God ( ſays Saint 
Pam) a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth 
EVIL, 

Itis thedivine authority which makes that j«- 
ſtice in the Magiſtrate, which would be cruelty and 
murder in another, and who ſhall tax his obedi- 
ence to that authority to be criminal or faulty * 
The divine providence hath not intruſted the 
Sword of Juſtice in every ptivate man's hand, if it 
were {o placed, how ſoon would each man, ( like 
Cain) upon any diſtaſt ſheath it jn his Brothers 
bowels, and make it drunk with the blood of re- 
venge? If every one might be the rightey of him- 
ſelf, and yevenger of his own wrongs, the world 
would ſoon become an Aceldama, a field of _ 
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and therefore God, who hath prohibited all pri- 
vate Chriſtians ( whoare naturally partial in their 
own cauſes ) to avenge themſelves, hath authori- 
. zed the publick Magiſtrate with his Commiſſion 
to be the avenger of wrath, or ( as Saint Petey 
| ſpeaks) to be for the puniſhment of evil doers, and 
for the praiſe of them that do we'll : for this end 
are Fndees and Of ficers conſtituted and appointed: 
aes and Officers ſhalt thou make thee, and they 
all judge the people ;, which is the ſecondthing pro- 
pounded, 
2, Fudiciz executio, the execution of Judge- 
ment, The original word £2W to Judge, fignifies 
both jus dicere and exequi, to determine what's 
righr, and to execute what's (0 determined; the 
firſt is a decree of Judgement, the ſecoxdis the exe- 
| cutionof that decree the firſt is an a of $kill or 
underſtanding, the ſecond an act of courage and re- 
ſolution ; both which are requiſite in him that 
judges: the a of judging ſuppoſes ability and 
Skill in him that undertakes it; hence Judges were 
anciently called Cognitores, and cognoſcere in ap- Fpiſc; nup. 
proved Authours is as much as todo the office of Linc. 
a Judge, as Seneca, (i judicas cognoſce;, tis a neceſ-,, , 
fary qualification to beable to know the truth, that yvs; avis 
ſoin difficult and itricate caſes covered with dark- judicis ſep? fi 
neſs and obſcurity, perplexed with windings and ji 
turnings, overlaid with cunning and crafty convey. 
ances, they may extricate and find out that which 
would otherwiſe be loſt in a maze and labyrinth, 


ſer free and deliver that truth which otherwiſe 
would 
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would be ſhackled and impriſoned , neceſſary to 

which is the examination of witneſles, and hearing 

evidences, and cezſidering allegations,and weighing 
circumſtances, and purting #n croſs interrogatonies, 

and making queries, and rating Coubts to over- 
weigh and our-balance the crate and ſubrilty of 

7 animis ho-thole who of purpoſe involve the truth of things 
mim *ui* with falſhoods and deceits all which as they are 
*  neceſlarytoa right determination, (o they are one- 

ly ſubſervient toa due execution z the other acts 

are lame and imperfe& without this to complear 

and finiſh them, This is that which adds life and 

ſtrength to the laws, without which, notwithſtand- 

ing all the other formalities, they would die and 

languiſh: by execution the Judge breaths life into 

them, and 1s therefore called by the Ph;loſophey 

S1x%40y evayy, and by ſome of the Ancients vc- 

» ©. *ulvy©., the living law z Execution of laws 

is as neceſſary as the proms!g ation, or conſtitution of 

them z God hath pur a (word intothe Magiſtrate's 

Rom; 13. 4, Rand for this end, and he expects he ſhould not bear 
it in vaiy ; not bear it onely for honour, or ſafety to 

himſelf, but to ſtrike fear and terrowy into offen- 

dours, Ralers are not aterrour to good works, but for 

v3, evil, nottobearitas a badge and enſigne of a- 
thority,but to draw it out as an inſtrument of juſtice 
and ſeverity. Where there wants execution, there 
wants not tranſerefiion, impunity encourages to all 
#niquity, not to light ſ1ps onely, but to groſs exor- 


Alaxima pec- 
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bra eſt im- mities, {q that according to the Rabznical proverb, 
punitath ſpe. oe 
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Seſson-houſe, the laws ſuffice not to keep men in | 
due bounds, the Judge muſt neceſſarily exert his or rage ; 
power to execute the laws ; and he that does not !egrm auto 
chis, at the ſame time both robs the law of that de- ''"** 

fence which ſhould ſecure it, and himſelf of that 
innocency which ſhould prote& him; for he that 

puniſhes notthoſe faults which are in offendours, 

thereby transferrs them upon himſelf, the guilc 

is devolved upon his head, who by puniſhing it in £4 parcr? 
ſome ſhould have prevented it in others. 1 o which 3 (ar 
purpoſe is that ſtory of Lewis King of France, cendo ſeit, 
* who being at his deyotions, was ſolicited by a 
© Courtier to pardon a maleta&tour, that was found 
< guilty of death, the King without any more ado, 
© made a fign with his head, that he granted his 
© ſuit; bur preſently ater , chancing to read a 
© verſe of the 106, Pſalzy,containing theſe words, 
& Bleſſed are they that keep judgement, and he that 
© doth + ary at all times, he bid call him 
© again to whom he had granted the pardon, and 
« difanulled it with this memorable Apophthegmn, 
< iz, The Prince that can puniſh a fawlt,and doth not Cameras, p, 
&© puniſh it, is no leſs guilty before God, than the offen- 393. 

« der himſelf, According to which was the wiſe 

anſwer of a certain fool or Jeſter made toa King 

of the ſame land, who found fault with a Coprtier 

< that had begged pardon of him, faying that this 

« was the third murder he had committed, nay 

« Xing, quoth the Jeſter, this ſuiter hath com- 

& mitted but 9ne of the murders, it is thou that art 

« ouilty of the ſecond and third, tor it thou hadſt 


nor 


Ye. 3+ 


16 


Cainer, P» 
4900s 


A SERMON Preached 


& not granted him pardon for the firf, he had not 
« lived to have done any zzore, It was his firſt par- 
don which promiſed him ſo much ſecurity, as en- 
couraged him to commit the like exormty, Thus 
according to that principlein moral policy,an i/ ex- 
ecutour of the laws is worſe in a ſtate, than a great 
tran{greſſour of them, 1t is the non-execution of 
Jaws that is the cauſe of ſo frequent breach of them, 
for thoſe, the negle&s whereof are the ſeverelieſt 
pwniſbed, are the leaſt violated, elſe why are mur- 
ders and robberies (though too oft, yet) more rarely 
committed, than thoſe common fins of drsnken- 
neſs, whoredom and the like, but that the laws are 
put in execution againſt the former, but ſcarce, or 
not at all againſt the /atter, ſuch a connivence at 
miſdemeanours makes offendours,and (as the Roy- 
al Pſalmiſt ſpeaks) frames miſchief by a law ; this 
is rather to ſtifle and ſuppreſs the law, than to ex- 
ecute it, and to make it partial in its proceedings, 
than to judge according to juſt judgement, which is 
the th;rd thing propoſed, 

3. Fudicandi modus the manner of its executi- 
on, and that 

I, Poſutvely, PPWP FS judicio juſtitie, with 
the judgement of juſtice, ſumma equitate ( as Ya» 


 tablus) or as the Syrzac verſion may be rendred, 


that he may teach the people the judgement of equity, 
Thatis juſt or equitable, which is regulated accord- 


ing to the law, proportioning puniſhments to the ' 


nature of the offence, neither giving wore nor leſs 
than that deſeryes ; to puniſh /eſs, gives too much 
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encouragement to others to offend , to puniſh 
more, gives too great caule of complaint of inju- 
ſtice to the offendour, for innocency it (elf (uf- 
ters ſo far as any is puniſhed beyond the demerits 
of the offence, The Romans had their faſces or 
bundle of rods with an axein the midſt to fignifie 
the equity of the Magiſtrates in puniſhing ſome 
onely with a red, others with an axe, the one for 
petty, the other for capital crimes z and the Poetin 
the Greek Epigram taught the ſilver axe of juſtice 
carried before the ſaid Roman Magiſtrates to 
proclaim, | 


Av ph» anipairns merixuy Gaicon Foxdbes, 
Ay 5 azoGeprinc, Apywp@r eu pgrove 


If thou be an offender, I am an axe to puniſh thee; 
but if innocent, I am onely ſilver not to affright thee. 


When judgement isjuſtly executed, theres no 
fear of puniſhment to the z»xocent, nor flattering 
hopes of eſcaping juſtice to the delznquent 3 when 
Fadgement is thus laid to the line, and —_ 
ye / to the plummet, when every fat is laid to the 
rule of the law,and ſentenced according to its red#4- 
tude, or obliquity to it, when every ation is weigh- 
ed inthe balance of juſtice, and receives ſentence 
according as it is found wanting,then the people are 
judged with juſt Fudgement, Fuftitia jus 


ſaum cr1que 
tribute, 
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This is thar, which is both the peoples ſafery, 
and the laws " Any itis that which both Mas 
and entails a bleſſing upon a State or Natzon , it is 
both colnwmna & corona reipublice,a prop to make 
it firm in#t ſelf, and a crown to render it glorious 
in the Yo of others, this is that which ( as the 

; 


Pſalmiſt ſpeaks) when the foundations of the earth 
are out of courſe, npholds the pillars of it , it is as 
the cement in a building to unite and hold toge- 
ther the ſeveral parts of it, Fu3 & 4quitas ( as the 
Oratouy pliraſes it ) ſwnt Vinculg avitatum: itisin 
the body politick, as joynts and ligaments, as 
nerves and finews in the body natural, by this is 
its ſtrength derived and preſerved, tor by raghteouſ- 
ze(s (according to that of the wiſe man) is a nats- 
0 exalted, and by judgement is the Throne eſt abliſh- 
ed, Juſtice and judgement are ſuch inſeparable 
adjuns of the Throne and Nacioas happineſs, 
that they who ſubvert and undermine the one, do 
thereby neceſlarily deſtroy and raze the very baſis 
and foundation of the other, and there can be no 
oreater enemies toa King or Kingdom, than thoſe 
that by thus doing ſer themſelves againſt both, nor 
ſcarce can there be any ſadder ſymproms of a decli- 
ning and decaying nation, than when juſtice is thus 
obſtrutted, and Judgement is twrned backward, No 
wonder theretore that Moſes the King in Feſuwrwn, 

ftrengehens hiscommand concerning Judgement, 

with a threetold caution, that like a threefold cord 

it might not eaſily be broken, which is the Nega- 
tive part uf the injunRiop, Thow ſhalt not wreſt 


Fudge- 


1 
j 
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Fudgement, nor yeſpett perſons, nor take a gift. 
All which prohibitions were {0 neceſſary to be*ob- 


ly 


ſerved in Judgement, that, as Simeon de Muis Rabbi de 
notes from ſome of the Rabbins, when Solomon © 


aſcended the ſeveral ſteps of his Thyone ( mention- 
ed, 1 Kings 10,19, ) there was a preco or herald 
appointed to cry when he entred upon the fr/t ſtep 
BED FINN? Thos ſhalt not wreſt Fudetment ; 
when he aſcended upon the ſecond: ©'39 15M 3 
Thou ſhalt not reſpe## perſons , when he aſcended 
upon the third WW NN FR? Thos ſhalt not take 


arift, 
The firſt prohibition is, 

I. Thos ſhalt not wreſt Fudgement, The Septu- 
agint renders it, vx &xxAwvsn xear, they ſhall not 
decline Fudgement ;, (Oo the vulgar Latine, nec 5# 
alteram partem declinent, 1 "WIN? ( as the 
Chaldee paraphraſe ) thow ſhalt zot pervert, or ( ac- 
cording to the Syriac ) thes ſhalt not bend Fudge- 
ment, nec prece, mee precio, as Lyra, Wreſtung of 
Judgement is here immediately oppoſed to juſt 
judgement, which ſeeing it is that which proceeds 
according to the ſtandard of juſtice, viz, the law, 
which is the rule of right and wrong, when that 
rule is diſtorted, then is Fudgement wreſted , And 
to do this, as it1s contrary to the nature of the law, 
ſo to the office of thoſe, to whoſe prote&ion the 
law is committed, Fadices, (as one deſcants on the 
word) are juris indices, they mult jus dicere, as 
their name ſignifies, and js dare too, as their of- 
fice imports, The Fudge is the laws interpreter, - 
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muſt not make it ſpeak, but what it means, to do 
otherwiſe is to make it at a part of Feſuit:ſm, to 
declare oxe thing, and by a mental reſervation to 
underſtand axother, Fus wieſted is turned into vis, 
the letters tranſpoſed, and juſtice perverted , the 
former of which is not (ſo obvicus, as the latter is 
pernicions, for this does not onely enerwvate and 
weaken the law, but thwayts and croſſes the very end 
and deſignot it ; it makes it patronjze that which 
it chiefly oppoſes and coptradic#s, and under a pre- 
renceof juſtice, to do the greater #njuſtice more 
plauſibly and ſecurely, This was one of thoſe great 
evils which $o/omon {aw under the ſun, that i» the 
place of judgement, wickedneſs was there, and in the 
place of righteouſneſs that iniquity was there ,, This 
1s ſo much the greater iniquity., by how muck 
it ſhrowds it ſelf more cloſely under the covert 
and pretext of equity: ſimmlata equitas, duplex 
zniquitas, This is to make the {word of Juſtice 
zur its edge, and do execution uponthoſe whom 
it ſhould proted# and defends it is to make the 
law inſtead of being an hedge of defence, become 
as ſo many thorns and byiays to rend thoſe whom 
it ſhould preſerve; it is to convert a medicine into 
poyſon, to turn the yodintoa ſerpent, to make that 
an inſtrument of cruelty, which 1s the rule of equity, 
and is ſo much the more intolerable, by how much 
it cuts off all the means and methods of 7e- 
dreſs. 

Scepteys born by Kings, and the Maces of Ma- 
giſtrates are all ſtraight emblems, of that juſtice 


which 
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which is held forth by them z ySdmxrn ms #qv 1 
ex6'&., the Sceptercarrieth a kind of inſtruction 
with it, the ſfrarghtneſs thereof ſhould be a me- 
mento to ſhun crooked and perverted judgement: he 
that wreſts the law, crooks the Kings Scepter, and 
falfifies that which more lively than his coin, bears 
his Reyal impreſs on it z todo thus is to make the 
Kings laws ( like the Pope's Canons) plumbeas & 
cereas ( as one ſpeaks ) waxen and leaden laws, to 
bend and bow this way or thar, and ( by perverting 
them beſidesor contrary to their genuine ſence) 
to make them become guilty of the ſame ſolceciſm 
with that of the Canomiſt, Statuimys, id elt, abro- 
gamus, we command this, - that #, we do the 
contrary, 

And as Judgement iswreſted by perverting the 
law, fo likewiſe by perverting thoſe a&#ions of 
which the law takes cognizance z and this is too 
often done by F#rours who give in a verdict be- 
ſides or contrary tothe nature of the faR, or mat- 
ter that's brought before them, as though a 
wverdift# had its name given by an Antiphraſis, 
like Dzogenes his man, manes 4 manendo, be- 
cauſe he would oft be running away z ſo a ver- 
diet from verum. dicere, becauſe they make it ſpeak 
the contrary, 

Thisis 5 wi too by thoſe,whoſe profeſſion they 
think oblzzes, or at leaſt allows them to make the 
beſt they can of their Clients, and the worſt of 
their adverſaries cauſe, againſt whom upon ſome 


plauſible pretence they uſually run _ at 
Pied= 
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pleaſure, perverting what is (aid or done, either 
to mike their matters ;# when they are nor, or elſe 
_—_— them to make them ſeem worſe than 
indeed they arez and thus wimium altercando, 
they are like that Rhetorician that could mirifict 
res exieuas verbs amplificare, wonderfully am- 
plifie (mal matters with great words, for which 
Ageſilaus thought he deſerved no more commen- 
dation, than . {pron that made great ſhoes 
for little feet : and though theſe may count ic the 
glory of their profeſſion ( as Protegoras, and the 
old Greek Sophiſters were wont todo ) by dexte- 
rity of wit, and volwbil;ty of tongue mv ni1w Ace 
92v xpeirly mfr, to make the worſe fide the bers 
ter, yet a good Oratour as well as good man (which 
Cicero joyns together, vir bonus dicends peritus ) 
ſhould make nſe of both the one and the other, to 
decry injuſtice and defend equity, to protefF inno- 
cency and crwſhoppreffion, to detecF fraud and ad- 
De Confid, 1, 24944 truth, ro ſ#ccour the diſtreſſed and help them 
4.c.2, Co rightthat ſuffer wrong, They that make uſe 
_—_ of their rhetorick or eloquence, reaſons Ot arguments 
Mee he © for or ainft vas ſhould not be as the Ro- 
(he T 
Advocatein man Advocates ( of whom St, Bern, complains, 
> worms a Hi ſunt qui docuernnt linguam [nam grandia lo- 
of natureever qui, &c, theſe are they that have taughe their 
rain tongues to ſpeak lies, nimble-tongued againſt 
cauſe,entrear. righteouſneſs, Skilfull to defend falſhood, wiſe to 
ed pgubebce By evil, eloquent to oppoſe the truch ) bur ra- 
Rout ar Ther be asSt, Paul, able to do nothing againſt, but 
Should f: g Cape, 
from bim be= f, or the truth, 
fides bis cauſe, The 


_— 


———— 
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The ſecond prohibition is, | 

2, Thou ſhalt not reſpet# perſons though a civil 
reſpec of perſons be elſewhere commanded, yer a 
judiczal one is here forbidden , though reſpe of. 
perſons is due in of fices of humanity, and overtures 
of love, yet in the Gate, in the ſeat of Fudicatwre, 
(2/22 VAN Fx? Thos ſhalt not acknowledge ;, or 
( as the Syriac verſion ) thow ſhalt not honowr faces. 
The Sept#azint changes the perſon, 4d: 55.yrus 
OOVTU/ Degawnuy, they - pot know a face, or 
perſon, The Greeks uſually render it by a£;owm:- 
ani, which word nop perſonam ſignificat ſed per- 
ſons atiributa, & circumſtantias, it is properly ver-  . | . 
bum forenſe, & de judicibus proprit —_ _ 
Zanchy, ReſpeRing perſons is a fin incident to 
thoſe who are converſant about matters of judica- 
ture = — 5 law, and - _ be _ ) 
is as frequently prads[ed, as 'tis (e johtly wn- 
derſtood , Whea Furours confider ot wa 
the cauſe, as the perſons betwixt whom it is de- 
pending, when reſpe& to the latter ſways more 
than equity in the former; when the werdit# 
ſpeaks the language of their affe ion, not of their 
judgement, and is the reſult of their malice or pre- 
juice, not of their knowledge or Conſcience, When 
the authority of the Foreman ( whom thereſt uſu-,,,,,,... 
ally follow as ſbeep ) or the awe-of ſome great 9s it, vas 
perſon, or intereft of ſome relation, or (wggefti- 144 94" 
ex from {one friend, or conſcrouſneſs of (elf-guilt,or 
hopes of favonr in the likecaſe,prevails with any of 
them.more than the juſ{neſs and mwerirs of the cauſe 
it ſelf, When 


2 Ig 
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When witneſſes ſwear home in oye man's cauſe, 
but nicely or not at all in another, becauſe they fear 
ſome men's perſons, or bear 8/1 will to, and ma- 


lizne others, making their /ove or hatred a rule of 


their evidence, rather than the obligation of rheir 
oaths, or ſenſe of duty, 

When an Advocate or pleader argues the cauſe 
of the indigent faintly and coldly, but that of the 
rich with a great deal of zeal and ardowr ; when 
the one is narrowly and ftrii#ly examined, the other 
ſleightly and perfunorily paſled over: when all 
dilatory courſes are uſed to protrat and delay the 
one, but all means made uſe of, to expedite and di- 
ſpatch the other, 

When by him that paſles ſentence, a cauſe 1s 
weighed in the balance not of equity, but of favour 
and affeeFion , when the perſon commends the 
cane, not the cauſe the perſon, like that of Ceſar, 
Cauſa Caſsis melior, ſed Bruto nil denegare poſſum ; 
ſuch a mans cauſe 1s the better, bur the other is 
more my friend, ſuch a c4ſe is equitable, but ano- 
ther's perſon is more confiderablez ſo that the 
reſpee# and reverence which is due to right and 
equity, is given to the rich and mighty, and laws 
hereby ( as Zeleucus, or Anacharſis complained of 
old ) become like cobwebs, wherein the /malley 
flies are ca#ght, but great ones are not exſnared by 
them , petty thieves wear chains of iron, but grand 
robbers chains of gold z manacles and halters /ay 
hold on leſs tranſgreſlours, whilſt the great ones 
break theſe bonds aſunder , ſmall offenders receive 


{e- 
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ſevere correction, whilſt the great anes eſcape un- 
puniſhed, . To prevent which partiality, and reſpe&# 
of _ the Areopazites, the Athenian Judges, 
had their judicatures in ſome dark rooms, and pa(- 
ſed their ſentence in the night, that they mighe 
not be byaſled by prejudice or affetion to thoſe 
upon whom they paſled judgement, bur that ſen- 
tence might be given equally upon all, poor or rich, 
ſmall or great, In purſuance of which impartiality, 
Torquatus a Roman, and Zaleacusa Grecian, (pared 
not to ſentence even their own ſons, Favour muſt 
not be ſhewed by any, onely wye4 Bw, as the 
Heathen (peaks, onely to the altar, (o far as Religi- 
0x and piety will admit; an4by the. Magiſtrate p- 
224 Gnuxl, onely to the Judgement (eat, ſo far 
as Fuſtice ( which confines affection) will give 
leave, Exuat ( {ays the Oratour ) perſonam Fudi- 
cs, qui induit amici, which likewite was the apo- 
phthegme of Pericles an eminent Judge and Chiet- 
tain in Athens,that when he put on him the perſon 
of a Fudge, he pur off the perſon of a friend: the 
affection of a friend ſuits not the funion of a 
Fudge; hence was that renowned aft of Brutus, 
who condemned his two ſons to be executed for 
conſpiring with Tarquin'sEmbaſladoursagainſt the 
Common- wealth, ſacrificing their lives for the pre- 
ſervation of that juſtice which was more dear unto 
him, ſo exactly was he obſervant of what's here 
prohibited, not to reſpetF perſons, 
The {aſt prohubition is, 


3. Thow ſhalt not take agift. Omeia venalia, the 
[s) CO:N- 


oY 


— 
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complaint of old, that all things are ſet to (ale, 

grows yet but {lowly out of date, being ſtill roo 

much verified amongſt us, whilſt ſcarce any of fice 

or place is to be had without Fu his queſtion, 

what will ye gives We havenot onely of old had 

the Pope's ridiculous merchandiſe, ſale of pardons 

and of /ate the Poet's venales manus, ſale hands, or 

mercenary ſonldiers , and ſtill ſale Churches, by 

thoſe who are rather the Plagnes, than Patrons 

thereof, ſelling their own and the people's ſouls 

for Balaam's reward ; but venalem Fuftitiam, (ale 

juſtice, ( or rather injuſtice under that name) by 

Hehuones pa- thoſe that are dweypanyn, or dwez62e91, enhanſers of 
mie, © P44: fees, bribe-eaters or ravenous devourers of gifts, 
: who haſten to the Tribunal as Dramechdas & Sira- 
zocles in the Hiſtorian, ranquam ad meſſem auream, 

astoa golden harveſt, hoping for ſuch Clients thar 

Sicut hydropi. ſhall come to them, as Fupiter came into Danae's 
x5, 09 lap, per impluviumin a ſhower of gold, after which 
pans, He {z;. they have a conſtant thirſt continually crying out 


wntur aque. With the greedy dawrhters of the Horſleech, give 
Aon mifſars © / o | ſe , g F 


cutem,niſt = & ze, 
rado, This isa fin which hath both multitude of offen- 


ders to plead for it, and the greatneſs of the delin- 
quents to grace and countenanceit z inſomuch as it 
is made a note ofa generous and heroick mind to 
receive great gifts, and not ſtoop unto any mean or 
ſordid prey ; and it's counted a badge of tolly, and 
ſottiſh ſtupidity to be baſbf#ll in exaRing bribes, 
when the patty is backward in tendring of _ ; 

ew 
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few being of Epaminondas his reſolution, who 7,971 ne, 
( though poor, yet ) refuſed great preſents ſent tO in ba fiers 
him, ſaying, It the thing were good, he would do m_ —_— 
it without any bribe, becauſe good , if not honeſt. Inbitar, Qu 
he would not do it for all the goods in the world, Of 9#tm! forum 
the like mind was Phocion, to whom an hundred gens 
talents being brought as a gift from Alexander, he am facit & 
demanded of the meſſenger, wherefore 'twas ſent cog 
to him, rather than to any other of the Athenians, River. in Ex- 
and upon this anſwer returned, becauſe he kney od. c-23- 
him tobe an honeſt and juſt man, then, ſaid he, 1 

would entreat your maſter,that he would ſuffer me 

to continue in my honeſty and juſtice, implying, 

that he could nor poſſibly be ſuch an one, if he ſut- 

fered himſelf to be corrupted with rewards , which 

when they are entertained, the receivers of them 

are ſo far animated, as they will adventure upon any Xn hoſper ab 
villany, ſuborn witneſles, diffort juſtice, oppreſs the 6 == 
innocent, deveur widows and orphans, betray their geuero, fra- 
iriencs, exervate God's laws, and the King's, w4- "9494 


ratia 


late equity and conſcience, and whatſoever is, 0t 7ara «#,&c. 


ſhould be deareſt to them, Lecrum in 
0 . - ar 
— Quid nen mortalia petFora cogit in conſeicavia, 


Aurt ſacra fames —— TY 
"1 hefe and many more are the miſchiefs that are = _— 
eff: ted by the unſariable thirſt after that, which, ; 


neannal os adt- 
( as the Apoſtle ſpeaks ) is the root of -{l exit: all git, vt patrie 
the other corruptions of jof 3ceare ſmall and incon- gp » 4 
{iderable, if compared with this, 1 his is more day- {pps Macedo 
104 fam armils 
quam auro libertatem Gracie expugnavit. Diffdit wbium portas vir Maccdo , & 
ſubruit amwios Reges muneribus: munera vavinm S&v0; illaqueant ducer Hiatt, |, 
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gerous in its enterpriſes , more ſucceſs/ull in its e- 
vent, more pernicious in its praftiſes, more bewitch- 
ing in its allurements, more ſecret in its workings, 
and more univerſal in its inteftion, than all the 0- 
cher zntercepters of juſtice and judgement z and 
therefore whereas they are mentioned with a ſingle 


prohibition, this is urged with a dewble entorce- 
mear, for 


Firſt, It blinds the eyes of the wiſe. 
Secondly, Jt perverts the words of the righteous, 


ereſeir pecean», 7+ Tt Blinds the eyes of the miſe: A ſword is put 
4; #bido, uti 1ntO the Magiſtrate's hand, but a byibe turns the 
redimens 42s: edge thereof; though the law bids ſtrike, yet a gift 
J2 ad ca/pam ſtays the hand z when the law ſhould give 
itur, #5; ve- (entence, if there be bos in lingua, it ſtops its 
ane '$ra- 780th ; ſothe wiſe ſon of Sirach,Preſents and gifts 
ria, blind the eyes of the wiſe, and ſtop up his mouth 
Ecclus2 0:29- that he cannot reprove, Wreſting of Judgement 


#e lancesis diſtorts and draws the eyes aſide, and favosr makes 


cores is them pore-blind, but gifts quite blind, and put 
94 plu; pon- them out, The Ancients painted juſtice, peplo ocu- 
ian is 1% 0bdufto,with a veil drawn over her eyes to ſigni- 
Tam, inq9ua fie that no partiality by bribes, or other means 
plus e111. ſhould be admitted in the adminiſtration of juſtices 

and the Statues of the Judges in Egypt were with- 


out hands, and with their eye lids cloſed, againſt 


thoſe two ſolceciſms, reſped#:ng perſons, and taking 
Combiſe Per-gifts : ſoalſo the Judges 0ath in Athens proteſted 
ſemen »num againſt both, with imprecationand wiſh of deſtru- 
uf green Qion to himſelf, and his houſe, if he tranſgreſſed 


in 
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in either z to prevent both which was Fethyo's di- 9 _— 
reQtion to bod wh to chooſe ont for Judges thoſe!947 Fug 
that were men fearing God, and hating covetou(meſs; terempto de 
fearing God, that they might not relpect the per- — 
ſons of men, and hating covetow[neſs, that . ws conſ.idit, qui 
bus tribunal 


might not receive a gifr, which as it does blind the | 
p in quo Actn- 
eyes of the wi(c, (0 ceps ſedens ju- 


dicaret, ofe- 
ruit, itiq; fi'ium ejus Otanem ſedere judicem pracepit, atque in memiria habere ex 
quo tribrazali jndicaret. 

The Kings of England alſo when they or the ſword of Juſtice into the Judges 
hand, ſpeak the ſame words in effe&, and the Judges ſolemaly proteſt and ſwear, 
that they will uſe the ſame ſword indifferently between rhe King and the ſubje&. 
So it was the laying of Trajaw the Emperour, Hunc vibi tr1do gladium , we pro 
mz utaris c:.m juſta facis,comtra me vers utaris ſi injuſta facio, And the Egyptian 
Kings preſented this Oath to their Judges, not to ſwerve from their conſ(ciences 
though they ſhould receive a command from themſelyes co the contrary, 


Secondly, 7t perverts the words of the righteous, 
verbs innocentium, or juſtorum ( as (ome ) canſas jw- 
ſtas (as others) verbaret#a IN PRIND (as the 
Chaldee paraphraſe) right words, or the words of 
thoſe that would ſee» to be, or arc, or ſhould be 
righteous, 

It perverts the words of him whoſe tongue is hi- 
red to ſpeak what another pleaſes z of the Pleadey 
that ſhall argue indifferently for right or wrong,as his 
fee emboldens him , that ſhall pa{liate and ſmoorh7%f®' 4dve- 
over any cauſe, though he ſpeaks againſt his j,jufas cau- 
own and the judgement of the law , which is/# «cit. 
wvenalis Advocatorum perfidia ; ( as was ſometimes 
faid of the Rowan Advocates ) ſuch being like the 
Oracle of Delphos, whereof Demoſthenes complain- 


ed in his time, that it did ſpeak nothing, bur what 
Philip 
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Philip would have it, who had given a double fee, 

Ir perverts the words of the Furours, who often 
weigh out their ſentence proportionable to the gift 
thar's received, with whom the greateſt evidence ot- 

an? 0 wg ten times is not half ſo convinc.ng as a ſecret gift ; 
9:1e-i1014169, A bribe (hall be more perſwaſive than all the evs- 
denteſt teſtimony that can be brought, their mouthes 
will be open for him, whoſe hand is ſo towards 
them, and that cauſe ſhall be beff, which brings the 
beſt reward with it z 1bifas eſt, ubi maxima merces, 
Laſtly, It perverts the words of the witneſs, who 
will ſmear or forſwear at what rate his br;ber will 
have him, who regards not ſo much what 0ath, as * 
Ru jwamen- what gift he hath taken, for w hich either Naboth's 
rs oe blaſphemy, or $#{annahs adultery ſhall beatteſted, 
»ſani, thongh neither the one was ſpoken, nor the they 
. done ; like knizhts of the poſt that make a jeſt and 
/mp oborum Cort of an Oath, a play and paſtime of a de oſition 
uramentun b, P y P p 3 
'n aqui ſcribe, that will exchange a teſtimony (which is verborum 
»unus as ſome paraphraſe upon the words) with a 
brother of the ſame fraternity, as they uſed to do in 
Hodie _ Greece, dxveromy uot V3 pTvercn, {wear for me to day, 
9 9 Iledoas much for thee to morrow, 

Thus they juſtifie the wicked for reward, and con- 
demn the #nnocent without offence, they invert 
the nature and order of juſtice and. equity, they 
make a ſinner juſt, and a juſt mana ſinver, they take 

Iſa. 5.23. away( 2s the Prophet ſpeaks) the righteowſn:(s of 
the righteous man from him, not conſidering that 

Mil 3.5, God hall comein vengeance as a ſwift witneſs a- 
Job 15. 34+ gainſt them z that fire ſhall conſume the tabernacles 
of 
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of bribery, and that the hahitations of ſuch men 
ſhall be deſolate, 

And xow (eceing there are ſomany corruptions of 
Fudgement, and (0 many hands through which ju- 

- ftice muſt neceſlarily paſs, every one ot which are 

ready to receive gifts,and thereby to reſpec? perſons, 

and (0 to wreſt Fudeement ( the latter of which So. Prov. 17, 23. 
lomon makes the conſequent of the former, A wick- 

ed man taketh a gift out of the boſom to pervert the 

ways of Fndgement) it is no wonder if a good cauſe 

hath not always the happineſs to ſucceed wel, nor 

is ſeconded with anevent proportionable to its equi- 

ty, If thos ſeeſt ( ſays the ſame Solomon ) the oppreſ- 

ſion of the poor, and violent perverting of judgement tccl, 5.x: 
and juſticetn a province, marvel not at the matter 

bur yer asit follows there , he that is higher than 

the higheſt regardeth, and there be higher than they, 

Wherefore let all chat have any hand in the ad- 
miniſtration of juſtice, conſider ( as the Pſalmit ,.. ,. 
ſpeaks) that God ftandeth 1n the CURIS of the vi; umm: 78 
mighty, and that he judgeth among the Gods , let 35, 4 + 
them bear in mind that great account they muſt *#% 70745 
ere long make unto him, and remember that a day gin, aq He- 
is coming, wherein 4// (both {mall and great ) muſt ron. ſub nom. 
appear before the | ane cnn ſeat of Chriſt, and with 199+ 
what judgement they here judge others, themſelves 2 Cor. 5+ 10+ 
muſt then be judged, and with what meaſure they 
mete to others, 4: ſhall then be meaſured to them war, x. 2. 
again, 

, And if the conſideration of that future Fudge- 


ment will not deter men from acting injuſtice, the 
1M- 


32 A SERMON Preached, &c. 


immediate addreſs, next under Gog,muſt be to your 
Lordſhip's wiſdom, and integrity, to regulate and 
over-rule, and by preſent judgement to correct and 
puniſh ſuch offenders,rthart ſo the obſtacles of juſtice 
Job 29,17. being removed, Fnudgement may run down 45 wa- 
ters, and righteou(ne(s as a mighty ſtream ; that the 
jaws of the wicked(as Fob (peaks) being broken,and 
the ſpoil plucked ont of their teeth z, the ear that hears 
you,may bleſs you, and the eye that ſees you may give 
witne(s toyou. I thall endall with Moſes $ charge to 
the Judges , Hear the can[es between your Brethyen, 
and judge righteouſly between every may and his bro- 
ther,and the ſtranger that tswith him,you ſhall not re- 
ſpeet perſons in judgment but you ſhall hear the (mall, 
\ Chr. 19, 6, #5 P*1 as the great, you ſhall not be afraid of the face 
x ' of man, for the judgement u God's;or withthat charge 
of famous Fehoſbaphat, as parallel to the text, Take 
heed whatyou do,for youjudge net for man,but for the 
Lord, who #s with you in the judgement, Wherefore 
let the fear of the Lord be upon you, take heed, and do 
it, for there is no iniquity with the Lord owr God, nor 
6/6 of perſons, nor taking of gifts, 


Chap. 1.15, 


